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PREFACE.

ERY little need be said of this companion
i volume to the * Table-Talk of Napoleon.”
4 / The same Compiler has carried out the sug-
gestion of the Editor, and has sought from
a long list of works upon the great Duke, from pam-
phlets, reviews, and chiefly from his own_ despatches,
letters and speeches, the opinions of him who was cer-
tainly the greatest subject who ever lived. Opposed to
one who has been called by Napier “the greatest genius
and the greatest soldier who ever lived,” he had the
happiness to conquer him; but greater than the glory
of conquest was the contrast which our great General
exhibited to Napoleon. One lived for himself, the
other for his country ; one raised himself to a throne,
the other was loyally content to be a subject; one was
restless in his ambition, the other always quiet in his
noble subservience. The end of one was Glory, of the
other Duty.

b



vi PREFACE. !

The character of the Duke of Wellington has been,
curiously enough, better appreciated by M. de Brialmont
than by most of his own countrymen. By the stupid mis- ‘
application of the name of a steamboat to an old and fail- |
ing man, a gentle-hearted, tender, prayerful nature was
mistaken for a hard and iron heart. If we choose to |
recollect that Wellington answered every letter that he
received, even from beggars, that he gave thousands of
pounds away in charity, that he never met an old
soldier who had fought with him but he gave him a

‘ guinea, that he often laughed good-naturedly at the
plots laid to impose upon that very good nature, we shall
not consider him an iron Duke, and we shall learn to
love as well as to venerate him.

Here in these pages the reader will find, over and over
again, proofs of the great Duke’s simpleness, honesty, mo-
desty and noble-mindedness ; of his truth, candour, bra-
very of soul ; of his earnestness, foresight, hard work ; of
his care for his soldiers, his mental generosity to rivals,
his simplicity and true greatness. He will find nothing
exaggerated, indeed the records of such a life look little
beside that of a more expanded and less noble hero, as a
well proportioned body looks compact and small. When
we consider how great were his deeds, we are struck
with the modesty and the smallness of his words. His
creed was in a short space: “The Lord’s Prayer,” he
said, *contained the sum total of religion and morals,”
that prayer was the guide to a life whose end was
¢ doing duty.”



PREFACE. vii

But short as are his sentences his utterances are
weighty. They are not theatrical, not spoken for effect,
but they are true ; how prophetically wise one may see
by his speech on the Protestant Church, 129 ef seg.; his
warnings on the state of Ireland in the year 1884 ; his
ideas on Trades Unions, p. 159 ; his prophecy about our
Railways, p. 151; his simple words on the Jewish Dis-
abilities ; and, indeed, on many other topics. So clear
was his vision that his speeches of forty years ago might
serve, with scarcely the alteration of a word, for “lead-
ing articles” of to-day. But not for this only are his
words valuable. As he said at Waterloo, *“ Gentlemen,
we must keep pounding away,” so he] keeps reiterating
through life his love of truth, attachment to duty, to the
straight way which must always reach its object soonest.
Hence his sentences must have peculiar worth, to the
young especially, in times when money is often put be-
fore honour. But the finest praise ever given to him—
or to any other man—was that by the Poet Laureate
in one of the noblest odes ever written, and throwing
some verses of that as a wreath of eternal laurel over
his name, we leave the words of this truly great man to
the public :—

His voice is silent in your council-hall

For ever; and whatever tempests lour,

For ever silent; even if they broke

In thunder, silent: yet remember all

He spoke among you, and the MAN who spoke;
‘Who never sold the truth to serve the hour,
Nor palter'd with Eternal God for power;
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Who let the turbid streams of rumour flow
Through either babbling world of high and low ;
Whose life was work, whose language rife
With rugged maxims hewn from life ;

Who never spoke against a foe ;

Whose eighty winters freeze in one rebuke
All great self-seekers trampling on the right:
Truth-teller was our England’s Alfred named ;
Truth-lover was our English Duke;

Whatever record leap to light

He never shall be shamed.



THE WORDS OF WELLINGTON.
LETTERS AND DESPATCHES.

Tar Marnatrra CoUNTRY.

2 HAVE received your letter, and as I had
(!2 W some hand in sending you to Canara I am
B\ |’ much concerned that your situation there is
s B so uncomfortable to yourself . . . This
country into which I have come to visit my posts on
the Marhattas frontiers is worse than that which you
curse daily. It is literally not worth fighting for. . .
The drubbing that we gave to the Marhattas lately has
had the best effects; and although all the robbers are
in motion to cut each other’s throats, they treated us
with the utmost hospitality, and have sent back our
people, whom they had driven away. (To Major Munro,
Collector in Canara. Camp in the Province of Loo, 8th
Oct. 1799.)

Coxpuct or THE NATIVES.

. .« « I enclose the extract of a letter which I
have received from Colonel Sherbrooke respecting the
conduct of the amildar at Chenapatam. In my opinion

. B
o -
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the rule of proceeding between officers and amildars is, |
to take the most serious notice of the conduct of the
former when it appears to have been such as to deserve
the complaint of the latter, and never to pass over any
disrespect from the amildars to the officers. Upon
that principle I removed the officer from Anantpoor, of
whose conduct complaint was made. . . . We well
know the character of the natives of this country; when
they are likely to be supported they are the most tyran-
nical and impudent of men, and there is no falsehood
which they will not tell in support of, or as an excuse
for, their conduct. (Z'o Lieut.-Col. Close. Seringapatam,
15th Dec. 1799.)

Sir ArTHUR'S CONSIDERATION.

I have just been down at the Laal Bang, and I find
that your works are going on well. Your man had
begun a wall close to the watercourse, and if that
should at any time hereafter let any water through,
your wall would suffer, and probably come down. I
have therefore desired him to cut away half the thick-
ness of the wall which he has begun, to leave about a
foot distance between the watercourse and your wall,
which may answer for a channel for the water which
will ooze through, and to add to the other side of the
wall the thickness which he takes from that on the side
of the watercourse. If you wish it I will have this
done before your return, and as walls are not very
handsome, I will cover those which must be near your
house with a creeper. . . . I have sent you some
plantain trees, and shall have cthers for you when the
geason for cutting arrives. (To Lieut.-Col. Close. Serin-
gapatam, 21st. Dec. 1799.)
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Tus Amirpars anp TEE ENGrisE OFFICERS.

« + I have just received your letter of the
24th. You are the best judge what ought ‘to be done
with the amildar at Chenapatam. Colonel Sherbrooke
complains of him, and it appears by the man's own
account that he had no reason to complain of the
colonel. As he had a gentleman with him who under-
stands the language, there can be no doubt of his
having refused to go to Colonel Sherbrooke. This the
amildar now denies ; but I observe a probability that
it is true, even in the excuse which he makes ; namely,
that he had not received orders to advance and meet
him. Colonel Sherbrooke is not a man who requires
all the extraordinary attentions described in your letter,
nor if he did, is it probable that any of the amildars
would pay them ; but it is proper that he and all the
officers passing the road should receive civility, and
therefore it is that I wish this amildar to receive a
check for his conduct, which will be an example to
others. (To Lieut.-Col. Close. Seringapatam,26th Dec.
1799.)

CONSIDERATION FOR SOLDIERS.

. . . I have long objected to sending a regiment
to Chittledroog, because there is no accommodation for
them, and the station has been found very unhealthy ;
and I am afraid that the delay of the march of the 74th
will be attributed to my wish to detain them at Banga-
lore, instead of to its real cause. This makes me feel
the disappointment more than I should otherwise. (Zo
Lieut.-Col. Close. Seringapatam, 25th Jan. 1800.)
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Fair TrADING WITH THE NATIVES.

. « « I approve highly of any arrangement which
can be made which will give the people a fair price for
their straw ; and it is to be observed that the lower it
is bought, the better it is for them, provided it is suffi-
cient to pay for the trouble of taking care of it, and to
compensate them for it. As the straw is to be paid for,
I agree with you that the whole of it must be forth-
coming when wanted. The straw for the bullocks stands
upon a different footing, and of this it is but fair that
the ryots should have as much as they can use. In-
deed it is taken from them for nothing only on the
principle that they cannot make use of it. (Zo Lieut.-
Col. Close. Seringapatam, 3rd Feb. 1800.)

Narive Ipeas or TiMe.

.+ The man first told his story; the number
of marches he made, where he halted, &c., &c. Barclay
then questioned him as to the time, and made him tell
at what places he had seen each new moon; and his
answers have corresponded exactly with his marches and
halts and his arrival here. This is a strong mark of
truth, particularly in a native who knows nothing of
time. (7o Lieut.-Col. Close. Seringapatam, 15th Feb.
1800.)

Tae PuBLic SERVICE FIRST.

I have received a letter from Lord Mornington in
which he offers me the command of the troops intended
against Batavia, provided Lord Clive can spare me from
this country. I have written to Lord Clive upon the sub-
ject aletter which he will probably communicate to yous;
and I have left him to accept for me Lord Mornington's
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offer or not, according as he may find it most convenient
for the public service, after having ascertained from the
admiral the period at which he would propose to depart
from the coast upon this service. The probable advan-
tages and credit to be gained are great; but I am deter-
mined that nothing shall-induce me to desire to quit
this country until its tranquillity is ensured. Ths
general want of troops however at the present moment,
and the season, may induce the admiral to be desirous
to postpone the expedition till late in the year. In that
case it may be convenient that I should accompany him ;
but I beg if you have any conversation with Lord Clive
you will assure him that if it should be in the amallest
degree otherwise I shall be very sorry to go. (To Josiah
Webbe, Esq., Secretary to the Governor. Camp at Cud-
dapa, 29th May, 1800.)

No Max A Jupce 1N H1s Owx Causs.

. No man is a competent judge in his own
eauae, md X shall therefore be obliged to you for your
opinion upon this subject. (ZTo Lieut.- Col. Cloae. Camp
at Sera, 2nd June, 1800.)

Time.

How true it is that in ﬁilitary operations time is
everything. (To Lieut.-Col. Close. 30th June, 1800.)

Pusric REwARDS AND SkcRET BaRGAINS.

To offer a public reward by proclamation for a
man’s life, and to make a secret bargain to have it taken
away are very different things: the one is to be done;
the other, in my opinion, cannot, by an officer at the
head of the troops. (7o Lieut.- Col. Close. Camp Right
of the Werdah, 8th July, 1800.)
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“Riaars of MEx” Man.

« « . Our friend Munro has sent an amildar into
the countries right of the Werdah who is playing the
devil. He is a kind of rights of men man, who has
ordered the people to pay no revenue to anybody, and
of course is obeyed. One of the consequences of his
orders is, that the peons put into the different villages
and forts by the Bhow do not receive their subsistence ;
they have threatened to hang their havildars, and then
plunder the country. (Zo Lieut.-Col. Close. Camp at
Soondootty, 3rd Aug. 1800.)

PuirosoPHICAL INDIFFERENCE.

As for the wishes of the people, particularly in this
country, I put them out of the question. They are the
only philosophers about their governors that ever I met
with, if indifference constitutes that character. (70
Major Munro. Camp at Hoobly, 20th Aug. 1800.)

BREAKING STRENGTH BEFORE ATTACKING.

.« . Before we begin to attack a whole people
we must break their strength. This can be done only
by time and the expense which always attends the ope-
rations of a large army ; but if the object is sufficiently
great, which for many reasons it appears to be, I put
the expense out of the question, and consider only
the means of bringing such a body of troops upon
that point as will ensure our object. (7o Lieut.-Col.
Duney. Camp at Hummusrsagur, 4th Sept. 1800.)

TREACHERY.

. + « An honest killadar of Chinnoor had written
to the “ King of the World” by a regular tappall, esta-

blished for the purpose of giving him intelligence that
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I was to be at Nowly on the 8th and at Chinnoor on
the 9th. His majesty was misled by this information,
and was nearer me than he expected. The honest
killadar did all he could to detain me at Chinnoor, but
I was not to be prevailed upon to stop ; and even went
8o far as to threaten to hang a great man sent to show
me the road, who manifested an inclination to show me
a good road to a different place. My own and the Mar-
hatta cavalry afterwards prevented any communication
between his Majesty and the.killadar. (Zo Major
Munro. Camp at Yepulpuroy, 11th Sept. 1800.)

Foors Axp Kxaves.

The common practice is to accuse a man of being
either a fool or a knave. Ifhe is so fortunate that it is
impossible to give him the former appellation, it is cer-
tain that he will be accused of knavery. (Zo Lieut.-
Col. Close. Camp at Hoobly, 10th Oct. 1800.)

St ARTHUR AND GOVERNMENT.

.« I have written a long letter to government
thm day about my departure from Ceylon, which I hope
will explain everything. Whether it does or mnot, I
shall always consider these expeditions as the most un-
fortunate circumstances for me, in every point of view,
that could have occurred; and as such I shall always
lament them. I was at the top of the tree in this coun-
try; the governments of Fort St. George and Bombay
which I had served, placed unlimited confidence in me,
and I had received from both, strong and repeated marks
of their approbation. Before I quitted the Mysore
country, I arranged the plan for taking possession of the
ceded districts, which was done without striking a blow;
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and another plan for conquering Wynaad and re-con-
quering Malabar, which I am informed has succeeded
without loss on our side. But this supersession has
ruined all my prospects, founded upon any service that
I may have rendered. Upon this point I must refer
you to the letters written to me and to the Governor of
Fort St. George in May last, when an expedition to
Batavia was in contemplation ; and to those written to
the governments of Fort St. George, Bombay, and Cey-
lon’; and to the admiral, Colonel Champagné, and myself
when the troops were assembled in Ceylon. I then ask
you, has there been any change whatever of circum-
stances that was not expected when I was appointed to
the command ? If there has not (and no one can say
there has without doing injustice to the Governor-
General's foresight) my supersession must have been
occasioned, either by my own misconduct, or by an
alteration of the sentiments of the Governor-General.
I have not been guilty of robbery or murder, and
he has certainly changed his mind; but the world,

which is always good-natured towards those whose
affairs do not exactly prosper, will not, or rather does

not, fail to suspect that both or worse have been the

occasion of my being banished, like General Kray, to

my estate in Hungary. . . . I put private con~

siderations out of the question, as they ought and have

had no weight in causing either my original appoint-

ment or my supersession. I am not quite satisfied with

the manner in which I have been treated by govern-

ment on the occasion. However I have lost neither my

health, spirits, nor temper in consequence thereof. But

it is useless to write any more upon a subject of which

I wish to retairr no remembrance whatever. (7o the

Hon. H. Wellesley. Bombay, 23rd March, 1801.)
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Puirosorny.

You will be glad to hear that I propose to leave this
place for Malabar in a day or two. The Governor-
General consented to my return to Mysore, if I wished
it, at the same time that he said he should regret my
quitting the army employed on the expedition. Upon
the whole, therefore, I determined to go, notwithstand-
ing that I was superseded in the command. When
upon the point of carrying into execution this laudable
but highly disagreeable intention, I was seized by a
fever which kept me in bed for some days; and although
I have now recovered, I am still weak, and am taking
a remedy which prevents me from going to sea. It has
therefore been impossible for me to go on the expe-
dition, and I return to my old situation with a pleasure
more than equal to the regret which I had on quitting
it.! (To Lieut.-Col. Close. Bombay, 11th April, 1801.)

UNDESERVED DISAPPROBATION.

« « o Iam coucerned that the Governor-General
should have any such cause of uneasiness as you de-
scribe, However it is very certain that nothing annoys
a man with a feeling mind so much as the disappro-
bation of those whom chance has made his superiors for
a short time; particularly when he knows that such
disapprobation is undeserved. (To Capt. Malcolm. Se-
ringapatam, 20th Sept. 1801.)

! To Col. Champagné on the same subject he writes: I
see clearly the evil consequences of all this to my reputation
and future views; but it cannot be helped, and to things ¢
that nature I generally contrive to make up my mind.”
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OrinioNs OF BRIBERY.

I have had the honour of receiving your letter of
the 15th this day, and I lose no time in replying to that
part of it in which you inform me that the Rajah or
Dessaye, of Kittoor, has expressed a wish to be taken
under the protection of the British government, and
has offered to pay a tribute to the Company, and to give
you a bribe of 4000 pagodas, and me one of 10,000
pagodas, provided this point is arranged according to
his wishes. I cannot conceive what could have induced
the Rajah of Kittoor to imagine that I was capable of
receiving that or any other sum of money as an induce-
ment to do that which he must think improper, or he
would not have offered it. . . . I am surprised that
any man in the character of a British officer should
not have given the Rajah to understand that the offer
would be considered as an insult, and that he should not
rather have forbidden its renewal, than that he should
have encouraged it, and even have offered to receive a
quarter of the sum proposed to be given to him for
prompt payment. I can attribute your conduct upon
this occasion to nothing excepting the most inconsiderate
indiscretion, and to a wish to benefit yourself, which got
the better of your prudence. I desire, however, that
you will refrain from a renewal of the subject with
the Rajah of Kittoor at all, and that if he should renew
it you will inform him that I and all British officers con-
sider such offers as insults on the part of those by whom
they are made. (To —— ——. Seringapatam. 20th
Jan. 1803.)

Risk.

In all great actions there is risk, which the little
minds of thoee who will form their judgment of your's
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will readily perceive in that which I am now considering ;
but their remarks ought not to give you a moment’s
uneasiness. (7To the Governor-General. Poonah, 21st

April, 1803.)

Tre Pesawan.

. . God send the Peshwah soon here. My
fingers itch to do something for the security of the
Nizam’s frontier ; and till the Peshwah is established at
Poonah, and his government begins to have some autho-
rity, it will not answer to alter the disposition which
must insure that object, only to save a few villages from
plunder. (To Lieut.-Col. Close. Camp at Poonah, 26th
April, 1803.)

Orpers ror AN Hosprrar.

.+ .« You must immediately establish an hospital,
and leave in it all the sick of the Scotch brigade that
require carriage. Look for some secure place for this
establishment within the Nizam's frontier. If you do
not do this, the first action you will have will be ruinous
to you. I know that the surgeons will carry about the
sick men till they die; although I am aware that gene-
rally speaking it is better to keep the sick men with
their corps; but in a case of this kind, where there are
so many men sick, and the carriage for the sick is so
insufficient, and there is every probability that there
will be more sick, an hospital must be established in
which every case not on the mending hand ought to be
thrown. I cannot give Mr. Kennedy any assistance of
surgeons. The best man you have should be left in
charge of the hospital, and the care of the corps from
which you take him be given to somebody else. One
gentleman will easily attend two corps. (Zo.Col. St
venson. Poonah, 2nd May, 1803.)
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Orricers’ TEMPERS. !

Captain Mackay is an honest and zealous servant of
the public; but he is the most unaccommodating public
-officer I have ever met with. He has never failed to
contrive to quarrel with the head of every other depart-
ment with which he has been concerned; and I have
always had the greatest difficulty in keeping matters |
between him and others in such a state as that the ser- |
vice should not be impeded by their disputes. Iimagine '
that the difficulties between Captain Mackay and Major
Symonds, to which you have alluded, are to be attri-
buted to the state of Captain Mackay’s temper; and
possibly, in some degree, to a want of accommodation
on the part of Major Symonds. I make no doubt but
that you will have observed that this officer, also,
although an excellent man, has more of the oak than
the willow in his disposition. (Zo Lieut.-Gen. Stuart.
Poonah, 26th May, 1803.)

CHARACTER OF INDIAN MaGNATES.

. » o This ought to be a lesson to us to beware
not to involve ourselves in engagements either with,
or in concert with, or-on behalf of, people who have no
faith or no principle of honour or of honesty, or such as
usually among us guide the conduct of gentlemen,
unless duly and formally authorized by our govern-
ment. (7o Lieut.-Gen. Stuart. Camp at Poonah, 31st
Jlay, 1803.)

CHARACTER OF THE PEsHWAH.

. « +» I do not believe that the Peshwah is trea~
cherous; on the contrary, I am convinced that he sees
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his only safety is in the treaty with the Company ; but
he is incapable of transacting the business of his govern-
ment; he is jealous of the influence we have acquired
over his chiefs, although he knows that he owes to that
influence his restoration to power; and his disposition
is so vindictive that he cannot be brought to pardon
those who have injured him, or to whom he has done an
injury. (7o Lieut.-Gen. Stuart. Camp at Charowly,
4th June, 1803.)

CLAIMS FOUNDED UPON SERVICE.

The gentleman you now have recommended to me is
one for whom I have a respect, and in whose advance-
ment and welfare I am materially mterested, as he has
been frequently recommended to me in the strongest
terms by his relation, General Mackenzie, a very old
friend of mine. But both you and I, my dear colonel, must
attend to claims of a superior nature to those brought
forward, either in consequence of our private feelings
of friendship or of recommendation. Of this nature are
the claims founded upon service. (To Lieut.- Col. Close.
Camp at Peepulgaum, 3rd July, 1803.)

Tae Excrisg NAME DI1sGRACED.

What has passed in Guzerat is disgusting to a degree,
The English name is disgraced, and the worst of it is
that endeavours are made to conceal the disgrace under
an hypocritical cant about humanity ; and those feelings
which are brought forward so repeatedly respecting the
garrison of Parneira, are entirely forgotten in respect to
the unfortunate British soldiers of the 75th and 84th
Regiments who, unlike the gentlemen, submitting to be
humbugged by a parcel of blackguards, are suffering in
the rains. (Camp, 20tk July, 1803.)
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Prepatory Was.

A system of predatory war must have some foundation
in strength, of some kind or other. (7o Lieut.-Col.
Collins. Camp at Ahmednuggur, 15th Aug. 1803.)

Rear Economy.

Every attention must be paid to economy, but I con-
sider nothing in this country so valuable as the life and
health of the British soldier, and nothing so expensive
as soldiers in hospital. On this ground it is worth
while to incur almost any expense to preserve their
lives and their health. I also request you to pay par-
ticular attention to their discipline and regularity, and
to prevent their getting intoxicating liquors, which tend
to their destruction. (7o Col. Murray. Camp at Seu-
boogaum, 21st Aug. 1803.)

Reapy ror REsroNsIBILITY.

I certainly am ready and willing to be responsible for
any measure which I adopt, and to incur all personal
risks for the public service. (7o the Governar of Bom-
bay. Camp, 29th Aug. 1803.)

“ ACQUIESCENCE ” AND “ APPROBATION.”

« « « Mr. Duncan, after having acquiesced in the plan
suggested by me for the organization of the troops and
the plan of operations in Guzerat, has informed me that
‘* acquiescence ” did not mean “approbation,” and he
has detailed his objections to the general system as
well as to the particulars of the plan, which go to fun-
damentals. I cannot understand the nice distinction
between the “acquiescence” of a governor in a plan
for the defence of the provinces under his government,
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and his “approbation ” of that plan. (7o Lieut.-Col.
Close. Camp at Bulgaum, 30th Aug. 1803.)

Parry Speinir.

It occurs to me that there is much party spirit in the
army in your quarter ; this must be put an end to; and
there is only one mode of effecting this, and that is for
the commanding officer to be of no side excepting that
of the public; to employ indiscriminately those who
can best serve the public, be they who they may, or in
whatever service. The consequence will be that the
service will go on ; all parties will join in forwarding it
and in respecting him, there will be an end to their
petty disputes about trifles, and the commanding officer
will be at the head of an army instead of a party. (70
Col. Murray. Camp, 16th Sept. 1803.)

Native MARRIAGES.

There ought to be no restriction whatever upon the
princes taking as many women, either as wives or con-
cubines, as they may think proper. They cannot employ
their money in a more harmless way, and the considera-
tion of the future expense of the support of a few more
women, after their death, is trifling. Let them marry
whom they please. Their marriages with Mussulmen
families only create an additional number of dependants
and poor connections, and additional modes of spending
their money. (Answers to Queries from Capt. Marriott
at Mysore. Assye, 26th Sept. 1803.)

Tur MoveMENTS oF Laree Bopigs.

Large bodies move slowly, and it is not difficult to
gain intelligence of their motions. A few rapid and
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well-combined movements made not directly upon them, '

but with a view to prevent the execution of any fa-
vourite design, orits mischievous consequences,soon bring
them to their bearings. They stop, look about them,
begin to feel restless, and are obliged to go off. In this
manner I lately stopped the march of the enemy upon
Hyderabad, which they certainly intended; they were
obliged to return, and bring up and join their infantry;
and you will have heard that in a most furious action
which I had with their whole army, with one divi-
gion only, on the 23rd September, I completely defeated
them, taking 100 pieces of cannon, all their ammunition,
&c. They fled in the greatest confusion to Burham-
poor. Take my word for it, that a body of light troops
will not act unless supported by a heavy body that will
fight ; and what is more, they cannot act, becauss they
cannot subsist in the greater part of India at the present
day. (Zo Lieut.-Col. Munro. Camp, st Oct. 1803.)

Prize Moxxy.

You and I know well that there is nothing respecting
which an army is so anxious as its prize money. (7o
Major Shawe. Camp, 6th Nov. 1803.)

CORRESPONDENCE.

I take the liberty to recommend as a general rule,
that between those public officers by whom business can
be done verbally, correspondence should be forbidden,
as having a great tendency to prevent disputes upon
trifling subjects, and to save the time of the public
officers who are obliged, some to peruse and consider,
and others to copy, those voluminous documents about
nothing. (7o the Secretary of the Governor_of Bombay.
Camp, 11th Nov. 1803.)
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Tiuz.

Time is everything in military operations, particularly
in conducting convoys. If these come on with celerity,
they run no great risk ; but if they are delayed long at
any place, information is given of them, and they are
attacked, and the success is always a matter of doubt.
(To Major Malcolm. Camp, 15th Nov. 1803.)

CrssaTioN or HostiLiTIEs BEFORE PEACE.

The rule not to cease from hostilities till peace is
concluded is a good one in general ; and I have adhered
to it in practice at the siege of Ahmednuggur, and have
ordered an adherence to it in all instances of that kind.
But in this [ think it is a rule of which the breach is
more beneficial than the observance. (T'o Major Shawe.
Camp at Rujoora, 23rd Nov. 1808.)

SuBMIssION TO EXISTING RuLes.

In conducting the extensive duties with which I am
charged, it has been my constant wish to conform to
existing rules and establishments, and to introduce no
innovations; so that at the conclusion of the war, when
my duties would cease, everything might go on in its
accustomed channel. (7o the Secretary of the Governor
of Bombay. Camp at Ellechpoor, 5th Dec. 1803.)

CHARACTER OF THE MARHATTAS.

It is not possible to reward these people (the Mar-
hattas) excepting by pension. They are so depraved
in their habits ; their notions of justice and government
are so erroneous; and they are so little to be depended

c
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upon, excepting to follow their own interests,*that they
cannot be employed in any manner in the Company’s
service. (To the Governor-General. Camp, 15th Jan.
1804.)

ForMATION AND DiscrprLixe or CAvALRY.

. « . The formation and discipline of a body of
cavalry are very difficult and tedious, and require great
experience and patience in the persons who attempt it.
(To Major Kirkpatrick. Camp at Waroor, 16th Jan.
1804.)

“PeprER” AND WATES.

. P.S.—Malcolm writes from Scindiah’s camp
t.hat at the first meeting Scindiah received him with
great gravity, which he had intended to preserve
throughout the visit. It rained violently, and an officer
of the escort, Mr. Pepper, an Irishman (a nephew of old
Bective's, by the bye) sat under a flat part of the tent
which received a great part of the rain that fell. At
length it burst through the tent upon the head of Mr.
Pepper, who was concealed by the torrent that fell, and
was discovered after some time by an “ Ok Jusus ! and
a hideous yell. Scindiah laughed violently, as did all
the others present ; and the gravity and dignity of the
durbar degenerated into a Malcolm riot; after which
they all parted upon the best terms. (70 the Marquis
Wellesley.  Camp, 21st Jan. 1804.)

DisrosiTioN TO sHow MERCY.

The war will be eternal, if nobody is to be forgiven ;
and I certainly think that the British Government cannot
intend to make the British iroops the instruments of
the Peshwah’s revenge. You must decide what is to be
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done with this person (Baba Phurkia). I have ordered
him to quit the Nizam’s territories, and not to come
near this army. The answer of the vakeel is natural.
Itis, Where is a man to go who is not allowed to remain
in the territories of the Company, or of the Company’s
allies? When the power of the Company is so great,
little dirty passions must not be suffered to guide its
measures. (To Lieut.-Col. Close. Camp at Paunchore,
22nd Jan. 1804.)

Marrarra TruTH.

The Marhattas are but little in the babit of adhering
to truth; they are generally indistinct in their account
of a transaction of the nature of that alluded to; and it
rarely happens that those accounts are found to agree
exactly with the state of the facts. (7o the Hon. M.
Elphinstone with the Rajah of Berar. Camp at Yailum,
26th Jan. 1804.)

Brrrise MopEraTION.

I declare that when I view the treaty of peace and
its consequences, I am afraid it will be imagined that
the moderation of the British Government in India has
a strong resemblance to the ambition of other govern-
ments. (To Major Malcolm. Camp, 29th Jan. 1804.)

LoNe MAaARcHES.

Marches such as I have made in this war were never
known or thought of before. In the last eight days of
the month of October, I marched above 120 miles and
passed through two ghauts with heavy guns and all the
equipments of the troops, and this without injury to t+
efficiency of the army; and in the few days previous
this battle, when I had determined to go into Bera
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never moved less than between seventeen and twenty
miles, and I marched twenty-six miles on the day on
which it was fought. (Zo the Hon. H. Wellesley. Camp,
40 miles N. E. from Ahmednuggur, 24th Jan—5th Feb.
1804.)

A Pusric Maxn’s Durr.

It is necessary for a man who fills a public situation,
and who has great public interests in charge, to lay aside
all private considerations, whether on his own account
ot that of other persons. (Zo Major Grakam. Poonah,
2ad March, 1804.)

GRATIFYING ESsTEEM.

I have had the honour of receiving your letter of the
1st inst. in which you have announced your intention
to present to me a most handsome pledge of your re-
spect and esteem, which shall commemorate the great
victory which you gained over the enemy. Be assured,
gentlemen, that I never shall lose the recollection of the
events of the last year, or of the officers and troops, by
means of whose ability, zeal, and dfsciplined bravery
they have in a great measure been brought about in this
part of India; but it is highly gratifying to me to be
certain that the conduct of the operations of the war
has met with the approbation, and has gained for me the
esteem of the officers under my command. (Zo Lieut.
Col. Wallace, §c., and Officers of the Division of the
Army in the Deccan. Camp at Poonah, 4th March, 1804.)

Concrusioxk or WaR.

When war is concluded I am decidedly of opinion
that all animosity should be forgotten, and that all pri-
soners should be released. (70 E. Scott Waring, Esq.,
Poonah. Bombay, 12th March, 1804.)
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BeiTisa Goop Farrs.

I would sacrifice Gwalior or every frontier of India,
ten times over, in order to preserve our credit for scru-
pulous good faith, and the advantages and honour we
gained by the late war and the peace ; and we nyust not
fritter them away in arguments drawn from overgtrained
principles of the laws of nations which are not under-
stood in this country. What brought me through many
difficulties in the war, and the negotiations for peace ?
The British good faith, and nothing else. (7o Major
Moalecolm.  Bombay, 17th March, 1804.)

REasoNABLE CHARITY.

« « o The mode in which I propose to relieve
the distresses of the inhabitants is not to give grain or
money in charity. Those who suffer from famine may
properly be divided into two classes; those who can
and those who cannot work. In the latter class may be
included old persons, children, and the sick women, who
from their former situation in life have been unaccus-
tomed to labour, and are weakened by the effects of
famine. The former, viz. those of both sexes who can
work, ought to be employed by the public; and in
the course of this letter I shall point out the work on
which I should wish that they might be employed, and
in what manner paid. The latter, viz. those who
cannot work, ought to be taken into an hospital and
fed, and receive medical aid and medicine at the ex-
pense of the public. According to this mode of pro-
ceeding subsistence will be provided for all ; the public
will receive some benefit from the expense which will
be incurred ; and above all, it will be certain that no
able-bodied person will apply for relief, unless he should
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be willing to work for his subsistence ; that none will
apply who are able to work, and who are not real ob-
jects of charity; and that none will come to Ahmed-
nuggur for the purpose of partaking of the food which
must be procured by their labour or to obtain which
they must submit to the restraint of an hospital. (7o
Major Graham. Bombay, 11th April, 1804.)

Seceecy v PusLic Arraiizs.

There is nothing more certain than that of 100 affairs,
99 might be posted up at the market-cross without
injury to the public interests; but the misfortune is
that where the public business is the subject of general
conversation, and is not kept secret, as a matter of course,
upon every occasion, it is very difficult to keep it secret
upon that occasion on which it is necessary. Thereis an
awkwardness in a secret which enables discerning men
(of which description there are always plenty in an army),
invariably to find it out; and it may be depended upon,
that whenever the public business ought to be kept se-
cret, it always suffers when it is exposed to public view.
For this reason secrecy is always best, and those who
have been long trusted with the conduct of publie affairs
are in the habit of never making known public business
of every description that it is not necessary that the
public should know. The consequence is that secrecy
becomes natural to them, and as much a habit as it is
to others to talk of public matters ; and they have it in
their power to keep things secret or not as they may
think proper. . . . Remember that what I recom-
mend to you is far removed from mystery; in fact I
recommend silence upon the public business wpon all
occasions, in order to aveid the necessity of mystery
upon any. (7o Lieut.-Col. Wallace. Camp at Niggerce,
28¢th June, 1804.)
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*  UNHESITATING BUT NoT UNREAsoNING Durty.

If my services were absolutely necessary for the se-
curity of the British Empire or to ensure its peace, I
should not hesitate for a moment about staying, even for
years; but these men or the public have no right to
ask me to stay in India, merely because my presence, in
a particular quarter, may be attended with convenience.
(To Major Shawe. Seringapatam, 4th Jan. 1808.)

DirricorLTY IN TRACING CauUsgs.

« .+ . It must ever be difficult to trace exactly the
causes of the influence of one power over the councils
of another ; particularly for a person who has not a very
accurate knowledge of characterss (7o Lieut.-Col
Kirkpatrick.  Seringapatam, 19th Jan. 1805.)

MobesTy.

I have no confidence in my own judgment in any case
in which my own wishes are involved. I mistrust the
judgmentof every man in a case in which his own wishes
are concerned. (70 Major Shawe. Seringapatam, 8rd
Feb. 1805.)

Tae ExisTiNG GOVERNMENT.

I don’t think that this Government can last very long:
you can haveno idea of the disgust cres
ness of their measures, by the avidity
have sought for office, and by the inde
they have dismissed every man suppo
connected with Pitt. (7o Lieut.- Col.
don, 25th Feb. 1806.)
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Borr Sipms or THE QuEsTION.

It frequently happens that the people who do eommit
outrages and disturbances have some reason to com-
plain ; but in my opinion that is not a subject for the
consideration of the general officer. (ZTe Brig.-Gen.
Lee. Cork, Tth July, 1808.)

SENTIMENTS IN PAVOUR OF THE SpANisH.

It is impossible to convey to you an idea of the sen-
timent which prevails here in favour of the Spanish
cause. The difference between any two men, is whether
the one is a better or a worse Spaniard, and the better
Spaniard is the one who detests the French most heartily.
I understand that there is actually no Freneh party in
the country, and at all events I am convinced that ne
man now dares to show that he is a friend to the
French. (Ze Visct. Castlereagh. Corunnae, 21st July,
1808.)

Foorisanmss or Pusainé Raw Troors yorRwarD.

There is nothing so foolish as to push half disciplined
troops forward; for the certain consequence must be,
either their early and precipitate retreat if the enemy
should advance, or their certain destruction. (7o Liewt.-
Col. Frant. Lavos, 6th Aug. 1808.)

ViMingro.

The action of Vimiero is the only one I have ever
been in, in which everything passed as was directed, and
no mistake was made by any of the officers charged with
its conduct. (7o H.R.H. the Duke of York. Vimiero,
22nd Aug. 1808.)
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ABTONISHMENT AT ABUSE.

You will readily believe that I was much surprised
when I arrived in England to hear of the torrents of
abuse with which I had been assailed ; and that I had
been accused of every crime of which a man can be
guilty except cowardice. I have not read one word
that has been written on either side, and I have refused
to publish, and don't mean to authorize the publication
of a single line in my defence. (T the Duke of Rich-
mond, London, 10th Oct. 1808.)

DIsSATISFACTION IN AN ARMY.

We are not naturally a military people, the whole bu-
siness of an army upon service is foreign to our habits,
and is a constraint upon them, particularly in a poor
country like this. This constraint naturally excites a
temper ready to receive any impressions which will cre- -
ate dissatisfaction ; and when dissatisfaction exists in an
army, the task of the commander is difficult indeed. I
am therefore most desirous that the reasonable grounds
for it, which do now exist, should be removed; and I
have pointed out one of two modes in which this object
can be effected. (7o the Right Hon. J. Villiers. Coim-
bra, 30th May, 1809.)

Tae BriTisH ARMY.

I have long been of opinion that a British army could
bear neither success nor failure. 7o the Right Hon. J.
Villiers. Coimbra, May 31st, 1809.)

Provost Durr.

« « .« There ought to be in the British army a re-
gular provost establishment, of which a proportion should
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be attached to every army sent abroad. All the foreign
armies have such an establishment, the French Gendar-
merie Nationale, to the amount of thirty or forty with
each of their corps; the Spaniards their policea militar,
to a still larger amount ; while we, who require such an
aid more, I am sorry to say, than any of the other na-
tions of Europe, have nothing of the kind excepting a
few sergeants, who are taken from the line for the oc-
casion, and who are probably not very fit for the duties
which they are to perform.

The authority and duties of the provost ought, in
some manner to be recognized by the law. By the cus-
tom of British armies, the provost has been in the habit
of punishing on the spot (even with death, under the
orders of the commander-in-chief), soldiers found in
the act of disobedience of orders, of plunder, or of out-
rage. There is no authority for this practice, except-
ing custom, which I conceive would hardly warrant it ;
and yet I declare that I do not know in what manner
the army is to be commanded at all, unless the practice
is not only continued, but an additional number of pro-
vosts appointed.

There is another branch of this subject which deserves
serious consideration. We all know that the diseipline
and regularity of all armies depend upon the diligence
of the regimental officers, particularly the subalterns.
I may order what I please, but if they do not- execute
what I order, or if they execute it with negligence, I
cannot expect that British soldiers will be orderly or re-
gular. There are two incitements to men of this descrip-
tion to do their duty as they ought; the fear of punish-
ment and the hope of reward. As for the first, it cannot
be given individually; for I believe I should find it very
difficult to convict any officer of doing this description
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of duty with negligence, more particularly as he is to be
tried by others, probably guilty of the same offence.
But these evils of which I complain are committed by
whole corps; and the only way in which they can be
punished is by disgracing them, by sending them into
garrison, and reporting them to His Majesty. I may
and shall do this by one or two battalions, but I cannot
venture to do it by more ; and then there is an end to.
the fear of this punishment, even if those who received
it were considered in England as disgraced persons rather
than martyrs.

As for the other incitement to officers to do their
duty zealously, there is no such thing. We who com-
mand the armies of the country, and who are expected
to make exertions greater than those made by the French
armies, to march to fight, and to keep our troops in
health and in discipline, have not the power of reward-
ing or promising a reward for a single officer of the
army ; and we deceive ourselves, and those who are
placed under us, if we imagine we have that power, or
if we hold out to them that they shall derive any advan-
tage from the exertion of it in their favour. (7% Visct.
Castlereagh. Abrantes, 17th June, 1809.)

Seantse  DirFrcurrres.

Itis not a difficult matter for a gentleman in the situa-
tion of Don M. de Garay, to sit down in his cabinet
and write his ideas of the glory which would result from
driving the French through the Pyrenees ; and I believe
there is no man in Spain who has risked so much, or
who has sacrificed so much to effect that object, as I
have. But I wish that Don M. de Garay, or the gen-
tlemen of the Junta, before they blame me for not doing
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more, or impute to me beforehand the probable conse-
quences of the blunders or the indiscretion of others,
would either come or send here somebody to satisfy the
wants of our half-starved army, which, although they
have been engaged for two days, and have defeated twice
their numbers, in the service of Spain, have not bread
to eat. It is positively a fact, that during the last seven
days, the British army have not received one-third of
their provisions ; that at this moment there are nearly
4,000 wounded soldiers dying in the hospital in this
town from want of common assistance and necessaries,
which any other country in the world would have given
even to its enemies ; and that I can get no assistance of
any description from the country. I cannot prevail
upon them even to bury the dead carcasses in the neigh-
bourhood, the stench of which will destroy themselves
as well as us. (70 the Right Hon. J. H. Frere. Tala-
vera de la Reyna, 31st July, 1809.)

ENTHUSIASM.

People are very apt to believe that enthusiasm car-
ried the French through their revolution, and was the
parent of those exertions which have nearly conquered
the world ; butif the subject is nicely examined, it will
be found, that enthusiasm was the name only, but that
force was the instrument which brought forward those
great resources under the system of terror, which first
stopped the allies ; and that a perseverance in the same
system of applying every individual and every descrip-
tion of property to the service of the army by force, has
since conquered Europe. (7o Visct. Castlereagh. Me-
rida, 25th Aug. 1809.)
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Sorprers' WorsHIP.

+ « . The soldiers of the army have permission to
go to mass so far as this; they are forbidden to go into
the churches during the performance of Divine service,
unless they go to assist in the performance of the service.
I could not do more, for in point of fact, soldiers cannot
by law attend the celebration of mass, excepting in Ire-
land. The thing now stands exactly as it ought; any
man may go to mass who chooses, and nobody makes
any inquiry about it. The consequence is that nobody
goes to mass, and although we have whole regiments of
Irishmen, and of course Roman Catholics, I bave not
seen one soldier perform any ome act of religious wor-
ship in these Catholic countries, excepting making the
sign of the cross to induce the people of the country to
give them wine. Although, as you will observe, I have
no objection, and they may go to mass if they choose
it, I have great objections to the inquiries and interfer-
ence of the priests of the country to induce them to go
to mass. The orders were calculated to prevent all in-
trigue and interference of that description ; and I was
very certain that when the Irish soldiers were left to
themselves either to go or not, they would do as their
comrades did, and not one of them would be seen in a
church. I think it best that you should avoid having
any further discussion with the priests on this subject;
but if you should have any, it would be best that you
should tell them what our law is, and what the order of
this army. Prudence may then induce them to refrain
from taking any steps to induce the Roman Catholic
soldiers to attend mass ; but if it should not, and their
conduct should be guided by religious zeal, I acknow-
ledge, that however indifferent I should have been &
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seeing the soldiers flock to the churches under my orders,
I should not be very well satisfied to see them filled by
the influence of the priests, taking advantage of the
mildness and toleration which is the spirit of that order.
(To the Right Hon. J.Villiers. Badajoz, 8th Sept. 1809.)

ACCOMMODATION.

. + . Half the business of the world, particularly
that of our country, is done by accommodation and by
the parties understanding each other ; but when rights
are claimed they must be resisted if there areno grounds
for them ; when appeal must be mede to higher powers
there can be no accommodation ; and much valuable
time is lost in reference, which ought to be spent in
action. (To the Right. Hon. J. Villiers. (Badgjoz,
20tk Sept. 1809.)

PorurAr ASSEMBLIES.

I acknowledge that I have a great dislike to a new
popular assembly. Even our own ancient one would be
quite unmanageable, and in these days would ruin us, if
the present generation had not before its eyes the ex-
ample of the French Revolution; and if there were not
certain rules and orders for its guidance and government,
the knowledge and use of which render safe, and suc-
cessfully direct its proceedings. (To Marquis Wellesley.
Badajoz, 22rd Sept. 1809.)

AN HONOURABLE ACQUITTAL.

It is difficult and needless at present to define in what
cases an honourable acquittal by a Court Martial is pe-
culiarly applicable; but it must appear to all persons to
be objectionable, in a case in which any part of the trans-
action which has been the subject of investigation before
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the Court Martial, is disgraceful to the character of the
party under trial. A sentence of honourable acquittal
by a Court Martial should be considered by the officers
and soldiers of the army as a subject of exultation ; but
no man can exult in the termination of any transaction,
a part of which has been disgraceful to him. And al-
though such a transaction may be terminated by an
honourable acquittal by a Court Martial, it cannot be
mentioned to the party without offence, or without excit-
ing feelings of disgust in others: these are not the feel-
ings which ought to be excited by the recollection and
mention of a sentence of honourable acquittal. (7o
Brig.-Gen. Slade.  Lisbon, 12tk Oct. 1809.)

MiLitARY ETIQUETTE.

I who have arrived pretty nearly at the top of the
tree should be the last man to give up any points of
military right or etiquette. . . . The battle of Tala-
vera was certainly the hardest fought of modern days,
and the most glorious in its result to our troops. Each
side engaged lost a quarter of its numbers. It is
lamentable that owing to the miserable inefficiency of
the Spaniards, to their want of exertion, and the defi-
ciency of numbers even of the allies, much more of dis-
cipline and every other military quality when compared
with the enemy in the Peninsula, the glory of the action
is the only benefit which we have derived from it. But
that is a solid and substantial benefit of which we have
derived some good consequences already; for strange
to say I have contrived with the little British army
to keep everything in check since the month of August
last ; and if the Spaniards had not contrived by their
own folly, and against my entreaties and remonstrances
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to lose an army in La Mancha, about a fortnight ago, I

think we might have brought them through the contest.
As it is, however, I do not despair. I have in hand a
most difficult task, from which I may not extricate my-
self; but I must not shrink from it. I command an
unanimous army; I draw well with all the authorities in
Spain and Portugal; and I believe I have the good
wishes of the whole world. In such circumstances one
may fail, but it would be dishonourable to shrink from
the task. (To Col. Malcolm. Badajoz, 3rd Dec. 1809.)

Tae CommoN Counci AND WELLINGTON.

.« Isee that the Common Council of the city
of London have desired that my conduct shall be in-
quired into; and I think it probable that the answer
which the King will give to this address will be con-
" sistent with the approbation which he has expressed of
the acts which the gentlemen wish to make the subject
of inquiry; and that they will not be well pleased. I
cannot expect mercy at their hands, whether I succeed
or fail ; and if I should fail, they will not inquire whether
the failure is owing to my own incapacity, to the blame-
less errors to which we are all liable, to the faults or
mistakes of others, to the deficiency of our means, to the
serious difficulties of our situation, or to the great power
and abilities of our ememy. In any of these cases I
shall become their victim ; but I am not to be alarmed
by this additional risk, and whatever may be the con-
" sequences, I shall continue to do my best in this country.
(To the Eurl of Liverpool. Pombal, 2nd June, 1810.)

DEbpICATION SCRUPLES.

.« .« I have no objection to any gentleman dedi-
cating to me his work, but I cannot give my formal
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sanction to his doing so, without reading and considering
the work, and seeing whether it is of a nature to deserve
that recommendation to the public. I have not leisure
for this, and I therefore return the gentleman’s paper.
(To the Right Hon. J. Villiers. Coimbra, 6th Jan.
1810.)

Waar tsE Honour AxD INTEREST OF THE CoUNTRY
REQUIRE.

.« + I conceive that the honour and interests of
the country require that we should hold our ground here
as long as possible; and please God, I will maintain it
as long as I can; and I will neither endeavour to shift
from my own shoulders on those of the ministers the
responsibility of the failure by calling for means which
I know they cannot give, and which, perhaps, would not
add materially to the facility for attaining our object;
nor will I give to the ministers, who are not strong, and
who must feel the delicacy of their own situation, an
excuse for withdrawing the army from a position which,
in my opinion, the honour and interest of the country
require they should maintain as long as possible. I
think that if the Portuguese do their duty, I shall have
enough to maintain it; if they do not, nothing that
Great Britain can afford can save the country; and if
from that cause I fail in saving it, and am obliged to go,
I shall be able to carry away the British army. (7o
the Right Hon. J. Villiers. Viseu, 14th Jan. 1810.)

GoING “ LIKE A GENTLEMAN.”

When we do go, I feel a little anxiety to go like gen-
tlemen out of the hall door, particularly after the pre
D
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parations I have made to enable us to do so, and not out

of the back door, or by the area. (7o the Earl of
Liverpool.  Viseu, 2nd April, 1810.)

THE AUSTRIAN MARRIAGE.

The Austrian marriage is a terrible event, and must
prevent any great movement on the Continent for the
present. Still I do not despair of seeing at some time
or other a check to the Buonaparte system. Recent
transactions in Holland show that it is all hollow within,
and that it is so inconsistent with the wishes, the in-
terests, and the existence of civilized society, that he
cannot trust even his brothers to carry it into execution.
If the Spaniards had acted with common prudence, we
should be in a very different situation in the Peninsula,
but I fear there are now no hopes. (70 Brig.-Gen. R.
Craufurd. Viseu, 4th April, 1810.)

DESERTION.

Til lately desertion from a British army on service
was a crime almost unknown, and I am concerned to
add that I have reason to believe that many of those
who have deserted have been guilty of the worst descrip-
tion of that offence, and have gone over to the enemy. I
attribute the prevalence of this crime in a great measure
to the bad description of men of which many of the
regiments are composed almost entirely, and who have
been received principally from the Irish militia. . . .
I attribute the desertion from this army likewise in some
degree to the irregular and predatory habits which those
soldiers had acquired who having straggled from their
regiments during the late service under the command of
Sir J. Moore, were some of them taken prisoners by the
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French, and have since escaped from them; and others,
after having wandered in different parts of Portugal and
Spain, have returned to the army. All these men have
shifted for themselves in the country by rapine and
plunder, since they quitted their regiments in 1808 ; and
they have informed others of their modes of proceeding,
and have instilled a desire in others to follow their ex-
ample, and live in the same mode and by the same
means, free from the restraints of discipline and regu-
larity. (Zo the Adjutant-General of the Forces. Viseu,
6th April, 1810.)
Was.

.« . . Waris a terrible evil, particularly to those
who reside in those parts of the country which are the
seat of the operations of hostile armies; but I believe it
will be found upon inquiry, and will be acknowledged
by the people of Portugal, that it is infiicted in & less
degree by the British troops than by the others; and
that eventually all they get from the country is paid for,
and that they require only what is necessary. (7o Brig.-
Gen. Cozx. Celorico, 14th May, 1810.)

OrriciaL Discussrons.

.+ . I conceive that a part of my business, and
perhaps not the most easy part, is to prevent discussions
and disputes between the officers who may happen to
serve under my command. (7' Brig.-Gen. R. Crau-
Jurd. Celorico, 29th May, 1810.)

CraiMs ror PromoTION.

.« I have never been able to understand the prin-
ciple on which the claims of gentlemen of family, fortune,
and influence in the country, to promotion in the army,
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founded on their military conduct and character and
services should be rejected, while the claims of others,
not better founded on military pretensions, were inva-
riably attended to. It would be desirable certainly that
the only claim to promotion should be military merit;
but this is a degree of perfection to which the disposal

of military patronage has never been, and cannot be, I |

believe, brought in any military establishment. The
commander-in-chief must have friends, officers on the
staff attached to him, &c., who will press him to promote
their friends and relations, all doubtless very meritorious,
and no man can at all times resist these applications;
but if there is to be any influence in the disposal of

military patronage, in aid of military merit, can there '

be any in our army so legitimate as that of family con-
nexion, fortune and influence in the country. . .

In all services excepting that of Great Britain, and in
former times in the service of Great Britain, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of an army, employed against the enemy
in the field, had the power of promoting officers, at least
to vacancies occasioned by the service, in the troops
under his own command; and in Foreign services the
principle is carried so far, as that no person can venture
to recommend an officer for promotion belonging to an

army employed against the enemy in the field, excepting
y employed ag; y pting

the Commander of that army. . . . It is not known
to the army and to strangers, and I am almost ashamed
of acknowledging, the small degree (I ought to say nul-
lity) of power of reward which belongs to my situation;
and it is really extraordinary that I have got on so well
without it ; but the day must come when this system
must be altered. (To Lieut.-Col. Torrens, Military
Secretary. Celorico, 4th Aug. 1810.)
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NECESsITY FOR SECRECY.

Officers have a right to form their own opinions upon
events and transactions; but officers of high rank or
situation ought to keep their opinions to themselves ; if
they do not approve of the system of operations of their
commander, they ought to withdraw from the army.
(To Charles Stuart, Esq. Gouvea, 11th Sept. 1810.)

Corix CAMPBELL.

In respect to Colin Campbell, I shall add that you
have been misinformed or I am much mistaken. Before
I came to Portugal the first time, the Duke of York pro-
mised both Lord Wellesley and me that he would pro-
mote him to be a Major, in answer to our recommenda-
tions solely on account of his services. . . . I never
intended to say that I was not obliged by the Commander-
in-Chief’s attention to the claims of Colin Campbell to
promotion ; but I asserted, and with due submission to
superior authority must maintain, that he had claims
which, independent of any recommendation of mine,
must have promoted him. (To Lieut.-Col. Torrens,
Military Secretary. Gouvea, 15th Sept. 1810.)

PunisEMENT.

Many of the assertions of these persons may have been
perfectly true, although imprudent at the moment; and
I must say that I think it is not just in the Government
to punish and stigmatize people for words spoken which
are only imprudent. . . . That which is required
in the Government is to punish those guilty of neglect
and malversation in office, those who disobey or delay to
obey orders, and those who neglect or delay, or omit tc
perform the duty of their situations. (Zo Dom. A
Forjaz. Busaco, 24th Sept. 1810.)
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TRANQUILLITY.

Al T ask from the Portuguese Government is tran-
quillity in the town of Lisbon, and provisions for zheir
own troops; and as God Almighty does not give ¢the
race to the swift, or the battle to the strong,’ and I have
fought battles enough to know, that even under the best
arrangements, the result of any one is not certain, I only
beg that they will adopt preparatory arrangements to
take out of the enemy’s way those persons who would
suffer if they were to fall into his hands. (7o Charles
Stuart, Esg. Rio Maior, 6th Oct. 1810.)

NartioxAL Diseasg or SpAiN.

The national disease of Spain, that is, boasting of the
strength and power of the Spanish nation till they are
seriously convinced that they are in no danger, then sit-
ting down quietly and indulging their national indolence.
(To the Right Hon. H. Wellesley. Cartazo, 2nd Dec.
1810.)

INFLUENCE oF NEwsPAPER PARAGRAPHS.

I hope that the opinions of the people in Great Bri-
tain are not influenced by paragraphs in newspapers, and
that those paragraphs do not convey the public opinion
or sentiment upon any subject. Therefore I (who have
more reason than any public man of the present day to
complain of libels of this description) never take the
smallest notice of them ; and have never authorized any
contradiction to be given, or any statement to be made
in answer to the innumerable falsehoods, and the heaps
of false reasoning, which have been published respecting
me and the operations which I have directed. I admit,
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however, that others may entertain a different opinion
of the effect of these libels, and that they may not have
nerves or temper to hear or to see their conduct misre-
presented and their actions vilified; and if you should
not be convinced that these paragraphs have made no
impression, and are not the representation of the public
opinion in England, I have no objection to your making
any use you think proper of this and my former letters ;
and you may be assured that I shall be happy to avail
myself of every opportunity of bearing testimony to the
zeal, ability, and success, with which the duties of the
medical department of this army have been invariably
carried on under your superintendence. (Zo Dr.
Franck. Cartazo, 7th Jan. 1811.)

Tue PorTUucuEss.

There is something very extraordinary in the nature
of the people of the Peninsula. I really believe them,
those of Portugal particularly, to be the most loyal and
best disposed, and the most cordial haters of the French
that ever existed; but there is an indolence and a want
even of the power of exertion in their disposition and
habits, either for theirown security, that of their country,
or of their allies, which baffle all our calculations and
efforts. (Zo Charles Stuart, Esq. Cartaxo, 16tk Jan.
1811)

AxNoNyMous LETTERS.

« « « DBaron Eben has made some curious disco-
veries at Lisbon, and has given Mr. Stuart some papers
written by those personages (Principal Sousa and the .
Bishop), which tend to show their folly equally with
their mischievous dispositions. Among other plans ther
have one for libelling and caricaturing me in Englar
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They complain that you and I have had hunting parties !
and that I eat a good dinner at Oporto instead of pur-
suing Soult: I have this day discovered that some of
the anonymous letters to me are written by the Principal,
and I suspect others by the Bishop. But this last is not
quite so clear. These are men to govern a nation in
difficult circumstances. (To Marshal Sir W. C. Beres-
ford, K.B. Cartazo, 3rd March, 1811.—11 a.m.)

LiseLrLous NoONSENSE.

I return Stockler's paper, which I have not had leisure
to read. The Government may publish any nonsense
they please. It is entirely a matter of indifference to
me; but I think they had better take care how they en-
deavour to set the people of the country against those
who have saved them. They are much mistaken if they
think they can do me any harm by such nonsense, or
that they can themselves stand for a moment.after they
shall have convinced the people that the English, and I
in particular, have not done my best for them. You
know best whether these opinions can be brought forth.
I am entirely indifferent whether they can or not, or
what becomes of Stockler and his book. (7o Charles
Stuart, Esq. Lonzao, 16th Marck, 1811.)

CorRESPONDENCE OF OFFICERS.

.+ I am sure your Lordship does not expect that
I or any other officer in command of a British army,
can pretend to prevent the correspondence of the officers
with their friends. It could not be done if attempted,
and the attempt would be considered an endeavour by
an individual to deprive the British public of intelligence
of which the Government and Parliament do not choose
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to deprive them. I have done everything in my power
by way of remonstrance, and have been very handsomely
abused for it ; but I cannot think of preventing officers
from writing to their friends. This intelligence must
certainly have gone from some officer of this army, by
whom it was confidentially communicated to his friends
in England; and I have heard that it was circulated
from one of the officers with a plan. (7o the Earl of
Liverpool. Lonzao, 16th March, 1811.)

Spaxisg Coxpuct or MARCHES.

The conduct of the Spaniards throughout this expe-
dition is precisely the same as I have ever observed it
to be. They march the troops night and day without
provisions or rest, and abusing everybody who proposes
a moment’s delay to afford either to the famished and
fatigued soldiers. They reach the enemy in such a
state as to be unable to make any exertion, or to execute
any plan, even if any plan had been formed; and then,
when the moment of action arrives, they are totally in-
capable of movement, and they stand by to see their
allies destroyed, and afterwards abuse them because they
do not continue unsupported exertions to which human
nature is not equal. (To Lieut.-General Graham. Sta.
Marinha, 25th March, 1811.)

CooL JUDGMENT.

The desire to be forward in engaging the enemy is
not uncommon in the British army; but that quality
which I wish to see the officers possess, who are at the
head of the troops, is a cool, discriminating judgment
in action which will enable them to decide with promr
titude how far they can and ought to go with propriet:
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and to convey their orders and act with such vigour
and decision, that the soldiers will look up to them with
confidence in the moment of action, and obey them with
alacrity. 7o Major-Genéral Alex. Campbell. Villa
Formosa, 15th May, 1811.)

IncrEAsED Dirricurry oF Positiox.

« « + I certainly feel every day more and more the
difficulty of the situation in which I am placed. I am
obliged to be everywhere, and if absent from any opera-
tion something goes wrong. It is to be hoped that the
general and other officers of the army, will at last ac-
quire that experience which will teach them that success
can be attained only by attention to the most minute
details; and by tracing every part of every operation
from its origin to its conclusion, point by point, and
ascertaining that the whole is understood by those who
are to execute it. (To the Earl qf Liverpool. Villa
Formosa, 15th May, 1811.)

Dying or Love.

. « . We read occasionally of desperate cases of
this description, but I cannot say that I have ever yet
known of a young lady dying of love. They contrive in
some manner to live and look tolerably well, notwith~
standing their despair and the continued absence of their
lover; and some even have been known to recover so
far as to be inclined to take another lover, if the absence
of the first has lasted too long. I don’t suppose that
your protegée can ever recover so far, but I do hope
that she will survive the continued necessary absence of
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the major, and enjoy with him hereafter many happy
days! (7o . Quinta de 8. Joao, 27th June,
1811.)

ANONYMOUS LETTER-WRITING.

To send an anonymous letter to anybody is to accuse
him of writing it, the meanest action certainly of which
any man can be guilty. (7o kis Ezcellency C. Stuart.
Quinta de S. Joao, 1st July, 1811.)

Tue DeLivEry or OmDERS.

.+ . What the troops want should be issued to
them as soon as it reaches the regiments, and the means
of conveyance should be delivered to the commissariat
to be applied to other purposes. Obedience to this order
may sometimes be attended by inconveniences, but
they are trifling in comparison with the inconveniences
which all would suffer from a disobedience of it. (7o
Major-Gen. R. Craufurd. Portalegre, 30th July, 1811.)

Trr Mmitary CHARACTER oF THE PORTUGUESE.

.+ . The people of Portugal in general are agricul-
turists, and like those of the same description in all other
countries, are very little disposed to military service.
As I have before stated they are obliged by the ancient
law of their country to serve, otherwise, I believe, that -
very few of them would be found in the ranks, and
they are very much addicted to desertion (not to the
enemy) in their own country, as well as in Spain. In
Lisbon and Oporto some recruits might be got ; but to
show your lordship how few, I may mention that an

! The major afterwards married the young lady who was dyi
of love for him. He returned to the army, and was morte
wounded at the battle of Vittoria,
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attempt was made, under the patronage of the present
patriarch, to raise the Lusitanian legion by enlistment,
instead of by conscription, and two battalions were never
completed ; and their losses by desertion were so great,
and their gains by recruiting by the mode of enlistment
so small, that in a very few months after they were
raised it was necessary to give up the mode of recruit-
ing by enlistment, and to allot the Lusitanian legion to
one of the provinces, to be completed with recruits
raised within the same by conscription. (To the Earl
of Liverpool. Pedrogao, 4th Aug. 1811.)

Ox THE SuBJECT OF FAVOURS RECEIVED.

I have just received your letter of the 20th July, in
which you apprise me of the impression so unfavourable
to me in a certain quarter, from my having omitted to
make my acknowledgments of the support I had received,
and particularly for having been allowed to recommend a
certain number of officers for promotion. . . You were
quite correct in stating that I had expressed my acknow-
ledgments to the office whence the communication had
proceeded ; and if reference is made to the office of the
commander-in-chief, it will be found that on the 14th
May I did express what I felt upon the particular sub-
Jject of the promotion of the officers, not in cold terms.
It may be wrong to consider public arrangements not as
matters of favour to any individual, and therefore not
fit subjects for the acknowledgments of that individual,
and at all events I don’t see in what manner, or in what
terms, an individual like me is to address the head of
the nation upon such an occasion. Even if I had received
a mark of personal favour I should doubt the propriety
of my addressing my acknowledgments direct to so high
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an authority, and if it be true that the support of the
war in the Peninsula is a public arrangement, I should
be apt to consider an address of acknowledgment from
me as misplaced, if not something near impertinence.
. I hope that His Royal Highness will believe
that he has not in his service a more zealous or a more
faithful servant than myself. I shall serve him to the
best of my ability as long as he may think I can promote
his service ; and his Royal Highness will find that I shall
not ask for his favour at all for myself, and I hope not
unreasonably for those under my command who have a
right to expect that I should make known their pre-
tensions. (7o . Penamacor, 6th Aug. 1811.)

WANT oF SpImIT.

The instances of want of spirit among the officers are
very rare, and the example of punishment for this crime
is not required. This being the ease, I should wish to
avoid giving the soldiers and the world a notion that an
officer, and particularly one belonging to a foreign nation,
can behave otherwise than well in the prefence of the
enemy; and if there should be an unfortunate person who
fails in this respect, I would prefer to allow him to retire
to a private station, rather than expose his weakness.
(7o H.S.H. the Duke of Brunswick. Fuente Guinaldo,
29th Aug. 1811.)

OFFICERS REQUIRE TO BE KEPT IN ORDER.

. « . I must also observe that British officers re-
quire to be kept in order, as well as the soldiers under
their command, particularly in a foreign service. The
experience which I have had of their conduct in the
Portuguese service has shown me that there must be
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authority, and that a strong one, to keep them within
due bounds; otherwise, they would only disgust the sol-
diers over whom they should be placed, the officers whom
they should be destined to assist, and the country in
whose service they should be employed. (7o the Earl
of Liverpool, Richoso, 1st Oct. 1811.)

Mmarary CroTHING.

I hear that measures are in contemplation to alter the
clothing, caps, &c., of the army. There is no subject of
which I understand so little; and abstractedly speaking
I think it indifferent how a soldier is clothed, provided
it is in a uniform manner, and that he is forced to keep
himself clean and smart, as a soldier ought to be. But
there is one thing I deprecate, and that is any imitation
of the French in any manner.

It is impossible to form an idea of the inconveniences
and injury which result from having anything like them
either on horseback or on foot, and our piquets were
taken in Jgne because the 3rd Hussars had the same
caps as the French chasseurs a cheval and some of their
Hussars ; and I was near being taken on the 25th Sep-
tember from the same cause.

At a distance, or in action, colours are nothing; the
profile and shape of a man’s cap and his general appear-
ance are what guide us; and why should we make our
people look like the French ? A cocked tailed horse is a
good mark for a dragoon, if you can get a good side view
of him ; but there is no such mark as the English helmet,
and as far as I can judge, it is the best cover a dragoon
can have for his head. I mention this because in all
probability you may have something to say to these
alterations ; and I only beg that we may be as different
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&as possible from the French in everything. The narrow
top caps of our infantry, ag Opposed to their broad top
Caps, are a great advantage to those who are to look at
long lines of Posts opposed to each other. (7o Zieut..
Col.

ol.  Torrens, Military Secretary. Freueda, 6th Noy.
1811,

Buommnm's Tyranwy.

I have long considereq it Pprobable that even we should
witness g general resistance throughout Europe to the
fraudulent ang disgusting tyranny of Buonaparte created
by the example of what hag passed in Spain and Por-
tugal; and that we should pe actors and advisers in

these Scenes ; and I haye reflected frequently upon the
Ieasures which should he bursued to give a chance of
success,

Those who embark in Projects of this description
should be maq to understand, or to actasif they under-
stood, that hay;

ve all or nothing. .

e first meagype for a country to adopt is to f::l

80 8MMy and to rgige g Tevenuye from the people to de ny-
the expense of the ar, Y- Above all, to form s Gove:be
ment of gych Strength as thay army and I~’e?Ph;hml‘0¢k
forced by jg ¢, perform the;, duty- This 1s the
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upon which Spain has split, and all our measures in any
other country which should afford hopes of resistance to
Buonaparte should be directed to avoid it. The enthu-
siasm of the people is very fine and looks well in print,
but I bhave never known it produce anything but con-
fusion. In France, what was called enthusiasm, was
power and tyranny, acting through the medium of popu-
lar societies, which have ended by overturning Europe,
and establishing the most powerful and dreadful tyranny
that ever existed. In Spain, the enthusiasm of the
people spent itself in vivas and vain-boasting. The notion
of its existence prevented even the attempt to discipline
the armies; and its existence has been alleged ever
since as the excuse for the rank ignorance of the
officers, and the indiscipline and constant misbehaviour
of the troops.

I therefore earnestly recommend you, wherever you
go, to trust nothing to the enthusiasm of the people.
Give them a strong and a just and, if possible, a good
Government ; but above all, a strong one, which shall
enforce them to do their duty by themselves and their
country; and let measures of finance to support an
army go hand in hand with measures to raise it. (7o
Lieut.- Gen. Lord W. Bentinck. Freueda,24th Dec.1811.)

ALBUERA.

The battle of Albuera was fought on the 16th May,
on the ground pointed out. That which was most con-
spicuous in the battle of Albuera, was the want of dis-
cipline of the Spaniards. These troops behaved with
the utmost gallantry, but it was hopeless to think of
moving them. In the morning the enemy gained an em-
inence which commanded the whole extent of the line
of the allies, which either was occupied or was intended
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to be occupied by the Spanish troops. The natural
operation would have been to re-occupy this ground by
means of the Spanish troops, but that was impossible.
The British troops were consequently moved there;
and all the loss sustained by those troops was incurred
in regaining a height, which ought never for a moment
to have been in possession of the enemy. After the
battle of Albuera, the enemy retired leisurely to Llerena
and Guadalcaual. (From the Memorandum of Operations
in 1811. Freueda, 31st Dec. 1811.)

CrviL EpiTing oF MiLitARY MATTERS.

The license to publish anything upon military opera-
tions, whether true or not, which results from the liberty
of the press, is a very great inconvenience, particularly
to an army comparatively small, which must seize op-
portunities to avail itself of favourable circumstances,
&c., &c. But that inconvenience is increased tenfold
when a military official body publish a newspaper con-
taining statements and observations upon military trans-
actions. Any editor may happen to stumble upon a fact
or reasoning, of which it would be important for the
enemy to have information ; but the staff, the official
editors, must be.supposed to have the information which
they publish. (70 the Right Hon. H. Wellesley. Freueda,
9th Feb. 1812.)

SHEAPNEL'S SHELLS.

I enclose the answer which I have received from Mar-
shal Sir W. Beresford on the reference made to him by
your Lordship's desire, respecting the value of the sphe-
rical case-shot called, “Shrapnel's Shells.” Since I wrote
to your Lordship on that subject, I have heard that +

E
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have been very destructive to the enemy in Badajoz,
when thrown from 24-pounder carronades; and I have
directed that some of them may be loaded with musket-
balls, in order to remedy what I have reason to believe
is a material defect in these shells, viz.—that the wounds
which they inflict don’t disable the person who receives
them, even for the action in which they are received.
(To the Earl of Liverpool. Camp before Badajoz, 3rd
April, 1812.)

GArLraNTRY OF TROOPS.

Tt is impossible that any expressions of mine can con-
vey to your Lordship the sense which I entertain of the
gallantry of the officers and troops upon this occasion.
The list of killed and wounded will show, that the gene-
ral officers, the staff’ attached to them, the commanding
and other officers of the regiments put themselves at the
head of the attacks which they severally directed, and
set the example of gallantry which was so well followed
by their men. (7 the Earl of Lwerpool Camp before
Badajoz, Tth April, 1812.)

ForeigN Norions oF BrrrisE INvVINCIBILITY.

The Spanish nation and troops, particularly the com-
mon soldiers, entertain an opinion that our soldiers are
invincible ; and that it is only necessary that they should
appear in order to insure success; and they are so

* ignorant of the nature of a military operation that they
attribute our refraining from interfering upon many oc-
casions, to disinclination to the cause, and frequently to
the want of the requisite military qualities in the gene-
ral officer who directs our operations. (70 Major-Gen.
Cooke. Fuente Guinaldo, 1812.)

e
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FounparioNn oF DiscipLINE.

The foundation of every system of discipline which
has for its object the prevention of crimes, must be the
non-commissioned officers of the army. (7o the Earl
of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th June, 1812.)

GaLLoPING CAVALRY.

I have never been more annoyed than by —— ——'s
affair, and I entirely concur with you in the necessity
of inquiring into it. It is occasioned entirely by the
trick our officers of cavalry have acquired of galloping
at everything, and their galloping back as fast as they
gallop on the enemy. They never consider their situa-
tion ; never think of manceuvring before an enemy ; so
little that one would think they cannot manceuvre ex-
cepting on Wimbledon Common, and when they use their
arm as it ought to be used, viz. offensively, they never
keep nor provide for a reserve.

All cavalry should charge in two lines, one of which
should be in reserve ; if obliged to charge in one line,
at least one-third should be ordered beforehand to pull
up and form in second line, as soon as the charge should
be given, and the enemy has been broken and has retired.
(To Lieut.-Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Salamanca, 18th
June, 1812.)

Pusric CrepiT.

When a nation is desirous of establishing public eredit,
or in other words, of inducing individuals to confide
their property to its government, they must begin by
acquiring a revenue equal to their fixed expenditure ;
and they must manifest an inclination to be honest, by
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performing their engagements in respect to their debts.
(To His Ezcellency C. Stuart. Salamanca, 25th June,
1812.)

TraE COMMISSARIAT.

The commissariat is a public department under the
particular charge and direction of the commissary ge-
neral and his officers ; and no officer of the army, be his
rank what it may, has a right as a matter of course to
interfere in its duties. I don't mean to say that the ge-
neral officers and their staff are not to superintend the
performance of their duties by the officers of all the de-
partments of the army attached to the particular divi-
sion of troops placed under their command ; but the duty
of a general and his staff in respect to these departments
is confined to superintendence; he cannot give direc-
tions because he is not responsible for the performance
of the duty of the department,and when his interference
goes beyond superintendence, he is liable to be thrown
upon his own justification. (o —— . Rueda, 7th
July, 1812.)

SALAMANCA.

I hope that you will be pleased with our battle (Sala-
manca). There was no mistake ; everything went on as
it ought ; and there never was an army so beaten in so
short a time. If we had had another hour or two of day-
light not a man would have passed the Tormes; and as
it was they would all have been taken if Don Carlos de
Espafia had left the garrison in Alba de Torme